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the Astros an edge throughout the playoffs.
He made several critical plays at third base,
including an aggressive catch and throw to
home plate in Game 4 to prevent a run.

Following the end of the World Series, the
Baseball Hall of Fame announced that
Bregman’s glove is one of three artifacts from
the Series that will be enshrined in Coopers-
town.

————
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Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
recognize the 10 year anniversary of the
Christian Life Center at First Baptist Church in
Fort Walton Beach, Florida. This 13,000
square foot center was built in 2007 to serve
as a community service outreach to residents
in the Fort Walton Beach area. Any member
of the community is welcomed to hold mem-
bership at the Christian Life Center and take
full advantage of the multitude of resources
they offer.

With approximately 200 members thus far,
the center is able to host a wide array of
sporting options and programs including Up-
wards Sporting Program for children and the
Special Olympics. In addition to sporting
leagues the Christian Life Center offers over
15 exercise classes and programs to mem-
bers of the community. CLC also offers phys-
ical training equipment to assist less mobile in-
dividuals with health and wellness. The com-
munity has access to the CLC as it serves as
the meeting place for the Fort Walton Beach
Chamber of Commerce in addition to holding
various seminars, drives and job fairs.

| would like to personally extend my grati-
tude to the Christian Life Center and the con-
gregation at First Baptist Church of Fort Wal-
ton Beach for their sincere love for the com-
munity and the resources they offer to provide
a higher quality of life.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am privileged to congratulate the
Christian Life Center on their 10th Anniver-
sary.

——————
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Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Merlin
and Sylvia McAllister of Shenandoah, lowa, on
the very special occasion of their 70th wed-
ding anniversary. They were married on April
7, 1946.

Merlin and Sylvia have enjoyed many ad-
ventures together throughout their 70 years of
marriage. Merlin said, “We’'ve been here,
there, and everywhere, and just have a good
time and enjoy life. We work together and we
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make a good team.” They have visited all 50
states and have ventured overseas to Europe.
Merlin said throughout his career he has been
a jack of all trades and master of none.

Merlin and Sylvia’s lifelong commitment to
each other, their two children, three grand-
children, five great-grandchildren, and three
great-great-grandchildren truly embodies lowa
values. As they reflect on their 70th anniver-
sary, may their commitment grow even strong-
er, as they continue to love, cherish, and
honor one another for many years to come.

Mr. Speaker, | commend this great couple
on their 70th year together and | wish them
many more. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating them on this momentous
occasion and in wishing them both nothing but
the best.

——————
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Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize
Mr. David Seely who is retiring as the Presi-
dent and CEO of Kirtland Federal Credit Union
(KFCU). Throughout his 27 years at the head
of the lending institution, Seely oversaw tre-
mendous success as the credit union grew
from $80 million in assets to nearly $800 mil-
lion. KFCU now serves more than 48,000 cli-
ents, including many men and women in uni-
form.

Seely also earned a reputation for combat-
ting predatory lending practices and promoting
financial education. When the federal govern-
ment shut down for several days in 2013,
Seely ensured his members had access to
services such as extended loan due dates and
fee waivers while they were furloughed.

In addition to his work with the credit union,
Seely volunteered his time to help promote
economic growth, as well as support military
personnel serving at Kirtland Air Force Base.
He served on the Kirtland Partnership Com-
mittee, the Greater Albuquerque Chamber of
Commerce and the New Mexico Association
of Commerce & Industry. Recently, Seely re-
ceived a Humanitarian award from the Jewish
Community Center of Greater Albuquerque for
his service to non-profit organizations and
leadership at Kirtland Federal Credit Union.

His work at the credit union and support for
Kirtland Air Force Base was also recognized
by Col. Michael Duvall, 377th Air Base Wing
Commander, who singled out KFCU as the
“Best in the Air Force” for its commitment to
improving the quality of life of Kirtland per-
sonnel.

Mr. Speaker, | wish to commend Mr. David
Seely for all of his success and his contribu-
tions. We wish him well in his retirement. |
thank David. He is an inspiration to us all.
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Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to thank and pay tribute to Denise Forte, who
is my staff director on the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce. After a remarkable
20 plus year career in federal service, today is
Denise’s last day with us.

Denise first came to Capitol Hill as a Wom-
en’s Research and Education Institute fellow
in my personal office in 1994. While she re-
ceived her degree in computer science from
Duke University, Denise’s fellowship on Cap-
itol Hill made her realize her true professional
calling—helping ensure America’s children
have equality access to a quality education. |
recognized her talent and; at the conclusion of
her fellowship, hired her as a full-time em-
ployee where she excelled at several posi-
tions, including as my legislative director.

Her passion and talent eventually caught
the attention of Congressman George Miller,
the former Ranking Member and Chairman of
the Education and the Workforce Committee.
Denise seized an opportunity to join the Com-
mittee in 2001, where she served in succes-
sively senior roles, eventually becoming Con-
gressman Miller’s director of education policy.
During her initial service with the Committee,
Denise played integral roles in major reforms,
including the No Child Left Behind Act, the
College Cost Reduction Act, Child Nutrition
Reauthorization, reauthorization of the Juve-
nile Justice Delinquency and Prevention Act,
and the Student Aid and Responsibility Act,
amongst others.

Denise left the Committee in early 2011 to
join the Obama Administration at the Depart-
ment of Education’s Office of Planning, Eval-
uation, and Policy Development as a deputy
assistant secretary. In that capacity, she pro-
vided strategic advice and counsel to Sec-
retary of Education Arne Duncan. Denise also
directed and managed several policy port-
folios, including overseeing budget, higher
education, and early education policy develop-
ment.

In late 2014, my colleagues in the House
Democratic Caucus elected me to succeed
George Miller as Ranking Member of the
Committee on Education and the Workforce. |
immediately knew who | wanted to help me
assemble a staff and lead my team—Denise
Forte. As my colleagues know, Denise is well-
regarded and respected by Members and staff
on both sides of the aisle. She is known to
care deeply and fight vigorously for what she
believes in, but Denise always remains fo-
cused on achieving what's possible. She un-
derstands the importance of building bridges
and working to identify policy areas on which
Committee Democrats and Republicans can
agree.

The best example of that is the most recent
reauthorization of our nation’s landmark edu-
cation law, the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act. Despite an increasingly polar-
ized environment, Denise believed in the pos-
sible and led my team to realize a full rewrite
of the law in the Every Student Succeeds Act,
which was enacted last Congress with over-
whelming bipartisan support. Denise led our
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